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                                                August 2019 Homily 

      

   Let’s say that one day you are walking through Baker Park, and you notice a newspaper on 

one of the park benches.  You go to pick it up and throw it in the trash when you notice 

something unusual about it.  The date on the newspaper says December 31, 2020.  It is a 

special edition recapping all of the great events that happened that year.  You open it up and it 

lists all of the sports teams that won championships.  You see the winning Power Ball number 

for the last week’s drawing.  The biggest news of all however is an article about the newest 

billionaire whose publically traded company discovered the gene therapy that cured all 

cancers. 

     You quickly rush home, check the latest stock market quote, and discover this company’s 

stock is trading at about $5 a share.  It’s a struggling start-up that no one has ever heard of.  

What would you do?  How excited would you be to have this knowledge?  I know what I 

would do.  Let’s now fast forward to December 31, 2020.  You are incredibly wealthy with all 

the trappings that brings. You take a walk through Baker Park again, and you notice another 

newspaper sitting on the same park bench.  You begin to wonder, pick it up, and sure enough, 

the newspaper is dated December 31, 2021.  It’s only one section though, and it is the 

remembrance section commemorating all of the important people who died that year.  You 

see your name listed. 

     Today’s readings present us with an opportunity and a warning.  Someone in the crowd 

interrupts Jesus and asks him to mediate a family dispute about an inheritance.  Although the 

timing is not the best, this request would not have been unusual at the time.  Respected rabbis, 

and many thought Jesus was this, were often asked to mediate disputes.  Jesus must have 
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sensed something in the way the person addressed his question because instead of speaking to 

the merits of the issue, Jesus presents us with a teaching moment. 

     I think the most interesting line in the gospel reading is the last one.  Thus will it be for all 

who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what matters to God.  What is the sin 

the rich fool commits here?  It isn’t being rich in and of itself.  After all, the man cannot be 

faulted for producing a bountiful harvest.  I’m sure he used his skill as a farmer and organizer 

of a large group of workers, with a little bit of luck from the weather, to create this bounty.   

     The sin is pretty easy to see by listening to the rich man’s internal monologue.  He uses the 

words “I” and “my” ten times.  Then, he turns self-congratulatory and he uses the word “you”, 

referring to himself, two more times.  Does he ever mention anyone else?  Does he ever thank 

God?  He is so wrapped up in his own success and in his own long lasting comfort that he 

fails to see beyond himself.  Frederick County is still rural enough that we have all seen farms 

and grain silos.  It is no small task to tear down and build a larger silo.  In fact, it would have 

been easier for him to give his excess harvest to the poor than to go through all that hassle 

with the grain silos. 

     What matters to God is not a life lived in self-absorption or one that spends all our energies 

on a life dedicated to nothing but our own needs.  There is a world in need that could use our 

energy and attention.  The character Qoheleth in the first reading states that everything in life 

is vanity.  Vanity expresses something that is empty or without value.  Is that really the way 

life is?  It depends.  If our main purpose in life is to accumulate wealth, or fame, or power, I 

would say “Yes”.  Why?  One day, none of that will matter. 

     Going back to our newspapers in Baker Park, doesn’t the whole exercise change when we 

discover our own death?  But should it have changed?  St. Paul provides us a “No” answer in 
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his letter to the Colossians.  He tells them that as Christians we were raised in Christ- raised 

above the ever consuming cares of this world.  If we believe that is true, we have only one 

option- to think of what is above, not of what is in this world.  This doesn’t mean we turn our 

back on the here and now.  God placed all of us here at this particular time and place with 

gifts and talents.  The test is to see if we turn those gifts and talents, and all of the things that 

we earn and achieve because of them, into our idols.  Or, do we keep all of it in perspective, 

realizing what we have is from God and we will have to give an accounting of what we have 

done. 

     St. Paul warns the Colossians to put away all of the desires that focus exclusively on 

ourselves.  Desires we can easily turn into idols.  Instead, let’s focus on Christ and becoming 

more mirrored to him.  This means using those gifts and talents not only for us, but out of 

charity and love for others.   

     There is one emotion that St. Paul didn’t mention that sometimes drives us to selfish acts, 

and that is fear.  It is the fear of never being sure whether what we have is enough to see us 

through the possible hard times that may be coming.  It is the fear of losing control. 

     We see this at the end of the rich man’s monologue-rest, eat, drink, and be merry.  He is 

going to put all his gifts on the shelf because he has regained control.  God doesn’t like gifts 

on a shelf though.  He likes to see us actively using what he has given us to not only better 

ourselves, but to be a blessing to others.  We never can truly take control over an uncertain 

future.  Our attempts to do so are part of the vanity that we hear in the first reading.  All we 

can ever do is place ourselves in the hands of a God who loves us, wants a personal 

relationship with each one of us, and in the end, will be there to welcome us to our permanent 

home. 
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     Even if our hypothetical Baker Park wealth only lasts for a few years, we can rest 

comfortably if we used that wealth to help spread the gospel message before being welcomed 

home.  Jesus gives us a model on how to set our priorities straight whether we are students, 

working in the world, retired, or somewhere in between.  Henry Nouwen gives a good 

summary in the following reflection.  “Our lives as we live them seem like lives that 

anticipate questions that never will be asked.  It seems as if we are getting ourselves ready for 

the questions, How much did you earn during your lifetime? or How many friends did you 

make? or How much progress did you make in your career? or How much influence did you 

have on people? or How many conversions did you make? 

     Were any of these to be the questions Christ will ask when he comes again in glory, many 

of us would approach the judgment day with great confidence.  Nobody is going to hear those 

questions though.  The questions we will face are, What have you done for the least of mine?  

As long as there are strangers; hungry, naked, and sick people; prisoners, refugees, and slaves; 

people who are handicapped physically, mentally, or emotionally; people without work, a 

home, or a piece of land, there will be that haunting question from Jesus: What have you done 

for the least of mine?   

     Let’s not be like the rich fool who will stand there in silence.                                                              

   

                   


